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CHAPTER THREE: Workshops

THE WORKSHOPS

A total of six (6) Public Input and Trail Mapping Workshops were held in order 
to collect information for the Trail Plan.  In October 2006, a workshop was held 
in conjunction with the Annual Gathering of the Appalachian Long Distance 
Hikers Association (ALDHA), at Concord University in Athens West Virginia.  

In June 2007, a workshop was held in conjunction with the National Coal 
Heritage Area’s conference at Chief Logan State Park Conference Center, 
near Logan WV.  

In July and August 2008, the remaining four workshops were held in the southern 
sections of West Virginia.  Anyone with an interest in trails was invited to attend 
one of the four workshops.  The workshops were held in the following locations 
which were strategically set up in different sections of the NCHA Study Area at 
different times in the day to allow as many people as possible to attend.

  • July 29th at Chief Logan Lodge and Convention Center in Logan WV
  • July 30 that Rahall Appalachian Transportation Institute in Huntington WV
  • August 12th at McDowell Public Library in Welch WV
  • August 13th at Beckley/Raleigh County Convention Center in Beckley WV  
 
Three primary themes were discussed at each of the six workshops. They were:

  • What’s currently working, what should we keep doing, and what should 
     we do more of?
  • What barriers and challenges are we facing in trail development and 
     management?
  • What are some solutions to the barriers?

On the following pages are the responses of those in attendance to each 
of the questions asked.  The information gathered at these workshops was 
invaluable towards putting together the recommendations. See CHAPTER SIX: 
Recommendations.  
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