The Shimoda Group
The Shimoda Group is a marketing and resource planning consultancy, offering strategic development and marketing planning capabilities for businesses, organizations, and collaboratives. We predicate strategy on marketing science and drive innovative, elegant solutions that address the evolving needs of effective marketing communication and implementation.  Our experience includes Fortune 100 consumer package goods brand management; business startups and regional expansion; national non-profit organization and coalition management.  In addition to our working in alignment with McLaughlin-Rincon, we maintain a ‘Practice Partnership’ with Stanton Communications, Inc., a public relations corporation with offices in the US and representatives worldwide.

Risa Shimoda

Risa Shimoda is a product design engineer (Stanford University) - turned marketing professional, trained at Procter & Gamble, M&M/Mars and Coca-Cola USA.  She led the marketing, sales customer service and product development efforts for kayaks and accessories at Perception, Inc. and Harmony (now brands of the Watermark, Inc.) and was the first field technical representative for Patagonia’s paddlesports products.  She was recently the Executive Director of American Whitewater, the only national member-based river conservation and access protection organization, the singular national authority representing the river recreation community.

Her experience as a member of the outdoor recreation industry includes her work as a member of the boards of the Trade Association of Paddlesports, North American Paddle Sports Association (President), American Whitewater (President), National River Cleanup Week and the Nantahala Outdoor Center.  
Shimoda has a solid history of both organizing consumer events and developing infrastructure for event producers themselves.  The American Whitewater Gauley River Festival hosts over 5,000 whitewater enthusiasts each year, hosting the largest gathering of kayakers, canoeists and rafters in the nation.  Beginning in 1987, she created the first venue for the paddlesports trade to showcase products and services effectively to this highly targeted audience.  Additionally, she founded the National Organization of Whitewater Rodeos (NOWR) in 1989, adopted by the AW Events Program. Including as many as forty annual events on its roster, the 2003 American Whitewater Teva Tour  represented a series of thirteen whitewater competitions.  It provided the basis for establishing professional freestyle competition status and culminated at the Teva Whitewater Championships on the McLaughlin Water Engineers-designed site of the 1996 Olympics on Tennessee’s Ocoee River.  

Risa is an avid paddler herself.  She has raced slalom kayak and canoe at the national level, and has been a member of the whitewater Freestyle Team, paddling in the World Freestyle Championships for the United States four times from 1993-2001. 
