PROJECT GOAL

To have the Virginia Coal Heritage Trail designated a
National Scenic Byway - extension of the Coal Heritage Trail
National Byway of West Virginia.

Virginia Coal Heritage Trail

a Virginia Byway

ECONOMIC IMPACT

< National Byway designation provides grant opportunities
for various enhancement and preservation projects

< Majority of heritage/culture tourists to Virginia stay
multiple nights (well over half stay 4-10 nights)

% 76% of Virginia's heritage/culture tourists travel in their
personal car on pleasure trips

% Over 80% (118 million) of traveling U.S. adults
are considered cultural heritage travelers

< In 2005, over 68 million people visited National Heritage Areas
< The National Coal Heritage Area in West Virginia

* directly generates 94 jobs
* generates $3.4 million in tourist spending
* adds $2.4 million in total value to the economy
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