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CHAPTER IV 
SNAPSHOT VIEW & HIGHLIGHTS  

Along the Virginia Coal Heritage Trail 
 
In APPENDIX A is a snapshot view of the entire route divided into three sections; the 
Pocahontas to St. Paul Trail, the St. Paul Loop and the Norton Loop.  All of this 
information was added to the Virginia Coal Heritage Byway initiative website along with 
photos of each of the sites to allow all involved or with an interest in the project to have 
easy access to the information.     
 
Below is a page from the “mile by mile” inventory which shows what one will find on the 
first mile of the Norton Loop. From this inventory, recommendations were developed from 
observations made from driving the route.  This inventory includes road descriptions, site 
information, preliminary recommendations, and points of interest visible from the road.  It 
also points out areas of concern and reveals where byway signage is located as well as 
where more is needed and notes areas where additional signage is needed for safety 
purposes.   
 
This information was then 
shared with those attending the 
town meetings as a way to 
engage the general public in 
the discussions and actively 
involve them in the process 
without having to actually take 
them to a given site.   
 
This “mile by mile” photo format 
has proven to be invaluable in 
allowing issues to be raised and 
concerns addressed.  When 
one can visually see what it is 
being discussed, one can make 
better, more informed decisions 
as to the action to take. It will 
also serve as a way to monitor 
the progress of the trail as 
specific sections are addressed 
and improved.    
 
See APPENDIX A or visit the 
website trailsrus.com/vacoaltrail 
and click on any of the counties 
for a “mile by mile” inventory of 
that section of the byway.      
 
On the following pages are highlights of some of the unique and interesting sites one will 
find along the Virginia Coal Heritage Trail System.  Each site is actually visible from the 
byway in which one is traveling unless a side trip is noted.    


