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Appendix “A” 

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC IN THE PROCESS 
 

During the research phase of the study, a number of meetings were held to help 

familiarize those within each of the counties about the initiative and to engage them in 

the process. 

 

In January 2007, the wildlife research initiative “kicked off” with a meeting originally 

planned to be held in Perry County but moved to Frankfort.  Representatives from nine of 

the sixteen counties were in attendance.  Danny Watson, a biologist for KDFWR and 

chairman of the Kentucky’s Wildlife Viewing Commission brought in Jim Mallman with 

Watchable Wildlife Inc. to speak to those in attendance about the opportunities for 

communities to capitalize on their wildlife to increase revenue in their communities.  Mr. 

Mallman shared with everyone some of the success stories of other states and 

communities.    

 

Beginning in March, one-on-one meetings were held with county judges and the research 

team in eight of the counties.  Item 1 provides a schedule of the meetings along with an 

overview of the agenda.  Each county was contacted by phone and the meetings set up to 

best fit the schedule of the county judges.   

 

                         
                        Judge Sizemore of Clay County                                             Wayside exhibit on elk  

                         and DBNF Ranger John Kinney                    in Martin County 

 

                          
           Wayside Exhibit on the abundance                              View from on top of the Breathitt 

                of redbud in Leslie County                                     County Elk Viewing Area 
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MEETING OF THE PRIMARY STUDY AREA REPS AND SEKTDA 

In June, a meeting was held by SEKTDA and RMEF at the ATV Training Center in 

Knott County in close proximity to the elk viewing area for that county.  Over seventy 

people attended representing twelve of the sixteen counties within the 16-county elk 

restoration area.  Also in attendance was the director of SEKTDA, the RMEF coordinator 

for eastern states, the state commissioner for Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Resources, the secretary of the Commerce Cabinet, representatives for Congressman Hal 

Rogers, representatives for Governor Ernie Fletcher, Kentucky Department of Fish & 

Wildlife Resources field officers and both large game and wildlife viewing 

representatives with the KDFWR.  Item 2 provides some of the correspondence mailed 

out inviting people to attend the meeting along with a PowerPoint (Item 3) presented at 

the meeting itself.   

 

   
 

     
 

Over 70 state, federal and community leaders attended the June 21
st
 meeting in Knott County. 

 

 
FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS WITH COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 

Over the following months, researchers continued to gather information from a number 

of the participating communities including telephone and e-mail correspondence with 

representatives from Martin, Pike, Knott and Clay counties. 

 

A more in-depth on-site inventory of the wildlife offerings within Knott County was 

conducted.  What the researchers found is a tremendous amount of opportunity if the 

areas were mapped and interpretation was provided at each of the sites that even the 

communities themselves are not aware of.  It is strongly recommended that there be 

further research completed for each of the sixteen communities to inventory all that they 

have to offer in regards to wildlife viewing opportunities in order to determine how best 

for each community to capitalize on their assets.     
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A follow-up meeting was also held in Clay County on July 5
th

.   The researcher met with 

the mayor of Manchester and a representative familiar with the area to discuss in detail 

the wildlife viewing opportunities within the county.  A tour of the county was provided 

and proposed driving tour discussed.   A follow-up two day tour allowed the researchers 

and the community to develop a more detailed layout of the proposed driving tour to use 

as an example of the information that can be obtained and the potential a county has if 

more in-depth time is spent on each county to determine the wildlife viewing 

opportunities in their communities and develop a marketing tool to promote it.   

  

On July 11
th

, meetings were held with representatives from the counties of Letcher, 

Harlan, Leslie, Bell and Breathitt while attending a conference in Louisville KY.  These 

very informal meetings provided a wealth of information from each of those counties and 

further supported the recommendation that more in-depth study is needed in each of the 

communities for one to truly determine all the communities have to offer and how best to 

improve the experience of one coming into each of the areas to view wildlife. 

 

FOLLOW-UP CORRESPONDENCE FOR SURVEY OF HUNTERS 

Item 4a and Item 4b are correspondence sent to 2006 Elk Hunt participants to encourage 

them to complete their surveys and mail them back in.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX A:   ENGAGING THE PUBLIC 

 

STUDY OF ELK AND WILDLIFE VIEWING POTENTIAL FOR KENTUCKY 

 

146

Item 1 

SCHEDULE AND AGENDA FOR MEETINGS  

WITH COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVES 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

Monday March 12
th

  

1:00 – Knott County Judge Executive and representatives from RMEF and WMTH 

 

Thursday April 19
th

  

2:00  Letcher County Judge Executive  and representatives from WMTH and DBNF 

 

Thursday April 26
th

 – Meetings w’ Judge Executives and reps from RMEF, WMTH and DBNF 

10:00 - Clay County - Administration Building 102 Richmond Road Suite 201, Manchester KY  

40962-1281   (606)598-2071 

1:00 - Perry County - 481 Main Street, Hazard, KY  41702-0210  (606)439-1816 

  (Also in attendance was the tourism director and the KDFWR Commissioner for the region.) 

3:30 - Leslie County - 22010 Main St, Hyden, KY  (606)672-3200  

 (Also met with the tourism director in a follow-up meeting that day) 

  

Friday April 27
th

 -– Meetings w’ Judge Executives and reps from RMEF, WMTH and DBNF 

9:00 – Pike County 

1:00 - Harlan County - 210 E. Central Street, Harlan KY  40831-2353 (606)573-2600 

3:30 - Knox County - 401 Court Square, Barbourville, KY  40906-0173   (606)546-6192 

 

 

AGENDA 

The following was the basic agenda used in each of the meetings: 

 

1. Growth in interest for wildlife viewing  

a. Economic Impact for communities 

 

2. Elk Restoration for both wildlife viewing and hunting opportunities  

a. Western States has been capitalizing on this for years. 

          i.      Up to $20,000 is being paid to hunt out west 

b. Kentucky 2000 Study on Elk Viewing and more recent study of Hunters.  

c. Comparison with Pennsylvania herds and the impact it has had on the 

communities.  

 

3. Locate and identify the best places for elk viewing and hunting in your county. 

 

4. Identify potential large blocks of public, private and corporate land ownerships. 

  

5. Identify obstacles to gaining access to these lands. 

 

6. Who should the research team talk to in order to identify infrastructure limitations to 

wildlife based tourism development such as accessible areas to view wildlife, guide 

services available as well as the location of restaurants, hotels, grocery stores, to the 

viewing areas, etc?  
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Item 2 

INVITATIONS TO SEKTDA/RMEF JUNE MEETING 

 

Each county judge executive within the 13-county study area was sent a letter in May 

inviting them to attend the June 21
st
 meeting.  The economic development person for 

each of the counties was contacted by e-mail as were key individuals listed on the 

following spreadsheet.  Post cards were sent out the first week in June to everyone and a 

follow-up postcard sent out the week before the event.  Calls were also made to each of 

the offices of the county judge executives reminding them of the meeting and 

encouraging them to attend.    

                                            FOLLOW-UP POST CARDS 
      ORIGINAL INVITATION 
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Item 3 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION  
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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POWERPOINT cont. 
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Item 4a 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH 2006 HUNTERS 

 

Original letter sent to the 200 hunters who were drawn for the 2006 hunt 

encouraging them to complete a questionnaire.   
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Item 4b 

FOLLOW-UP LETTER TO HUNTERS 

 

Follow-up letter sent to the hunters encouraging them to complete their questionnaires 

and send in photos and comments about the hunt.   

 




