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Making Lemonade…
By: Lt. Governor Daniel Mongiardo

Regardless of your mind set on coal and surface mining, take a moment to consider how a group of people in Eastern Kentucky are finding positives in the use of reclaimed mine lands. 
Knott County hosted its fourth annual ATV event in April and I’m certain you will find the economic results to be astounding. More than 900 participants were on hand for this year’s ATV event, creating an estimated $120,000 economic impact for the region. At least 10 states were represented from Kentucky and West Virginia to North Dakota and California and riders from Kentucky representing 20 counties from Jefferson and Kenton counties straight through southern and eastern Kentucky. 

Corporate sponsors for this event included Toyota, Can-Am, Yamaha and Kenda Tire.  Destination Polaris filmed a segment for its television show.  Local sponsors included Pikeville RV and the Shriners who raffled off a Polaris Ranger 4x4.

During the days leading up to the event, Kawasaki spent more than $85,000 on food, gas, lodging and  travel expenses to bring 20 top travel writers and staff to Knott County for a media blitz to ride and report on the Knott County Mine-Made Trails project, which hopes to have its official opening later this year. The articles, press releases and television coverage resulting from their visit has an estimated value of $1.5 million in free advertising, much of which will not be fully realized until this summer when television shows are aired and magazines hit the newsstands.  
But it’s not just about motorized sport.  This month, the Fourth Annual Horseback Trail Ride will again be held. Last year’s event hosted more than 11,000 participants, which nearly doubled the county population for that three-day event. The riders brought with them 7,000 horses from as far away as Texas, Utah and Michigan. When the dust settled, the economic benefit to the state and county was estimated to be $2 million.

These events take place in but one small corner of Kentucky and Appalachia, are run by a local government and have been increasing in attendance and popularity for four years. Just imagine what we can do if we work together to use the assets we have at our disposal and work hard to make Kentucky the premier adventure tourism destination in the U.S. and beyond.
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