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Pennsylvania has approximately 500 elk and most
are located within close proximity to Benezette,
a small rural community with a population of less
than 300 people & yet it attracts over 75,000 visitors
each year to view elk!

Through a partnership with Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, Pennsylvania is capitalizing on this
by building a mulfi-million dollar, 7,000 sq. ft. elk
interpretive center which they anticipate will
attract 160,000 visitors and result in a $18.6 million
dollar economic impact on the region by 2012.

Kentucky has over 6,000 elk within a 13-county area in Southeast Kentucky -
That is OVER 10 times more elk than Pennsylvania!

Kentucky has more elk than any other state east of the Rocky Mountains! In fact, in southeast
Kentucky there are nearly three times more elk than all the other eastern states COMBINED!

If Kentucky were to build a similar facility to what is being built in Pennsylvania and fie it in with
elk tours, they could conceivably attract over 160,000 visitors by the second year of operation
if properly marketed.

STRATEGIC LOCATION

Kentucky has 47 million people within a half day’s drive and 163 million (nearly 4 tfimes more
than Pennsylvania) within a day’s drive.

There is a site in Knott County* right next to Hwy 80 in the center of the 16-county elk restoration
area and in close proximity to the Perry County line which would be an excellent site for the
elk interpretive center.

The proposed site is strategically located between three state parks (Jenny
Wiley State Resort Park, Buckhorn State Resort Park and Pine Mountain State
Resort Park) all of which offer elk tours every Spring and Fall.  “Saddle Up Elk
Tours” conducts elk tours on horseback at this site.

*Knott County has declared themselves the “Elk Capital of the East”. They have one of only two established publicly

accessible elk viewing sites within the 16-county elk restoration area in eastern Kentucky. Jenny Wiley State Park in
the adjacent county is now using the Knott County viewing area for all their elk tours.

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Developing an interpretive center that tells the history of the restoration of elk in eastern
Kentucky is only part of the story. It is also the story of reclaimed coal lands that have created
areas conducive to the growth of the herd and other wildlife such as bear, deer, quail. And
allowed for the return of the natural grasses and habitats that have not been found in the
area for years.
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