
Harnessing a New Industry 

Last year, West Kentucky Corporation and the Department of Agri-
culture wrote a grant proposal for the Agritourism Advisory Council 
requesting $2.6 million dollars to fund a three-year pilot program.  
This statewide initiative, based on the findings established in the Agri-
tourism “White Paper”, would cost a little over $800,000 per year to 
fully implement.   
 
 $400,000 has thus far been awarded to the Department of Agricul-
ture from the Ag Development Board to do a market study and hire 
a full time person for the Office of Agritourism.   
 
 The Agritourism Advisory Council, Tourism Development Cabinet and 
the Department of Agriculture are now in the process of developing 
both a job description for the position and a Request for Proposals 
for the study.  They anticipate having someone hired by the first of 
the year and the study started soon after that.   
 
 In the meantime, the initiative continues to grow…  

Update on the Statewide Agritourism Initiative 



Thus far, West Kentucky Corporation, with the assistance of UK Extension 
Agents, Tourist Commissions and Chambers of Commerce, has identified over 
500 agritourism businesses, over 200 of which have completed a questionnaire 
and are now listed in our 4-color brochure. 

Over 500 Agritourism Business Identified 
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Agritourism Businesses Across Kentucky 

Everything marked in green has identified as having 
at least one agritourism business within their county  

(see complete list on following page) 

“Now that our 3rd 
Season has just closed, I 
just wanted to thank you 
and Judy again for all the 
help you  have given us.  
It really means a lot and 
the help is invaluable!!! 

We small timers need all 
the help we can get.”   

Peggy Parker 
May’s Lick Corn Maze 

Mays Lick, KY 



List of Agritourism Businesses thus far 
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4-D Archery 
4-H Mud Fest 
Amazing Acres, LLC 
Amerson Farm Orchard 
Backhome Farms 
Bagwell Farms 
Baldwin Farms 
Barker's Blackberry Hill Winery 
Barn of the Barren's Organic Farm 
B-Bar-B Farm 
Beaver Creek Suffolks 
Bel-Mar 
Benton Farms U-Pick 
Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest 
Best Farms Sustainable Mountain Ag Center 
Bicknell Soggy Bottom Farm 
"Big T" Lawn & Landscape 
Bills Fish Farm 
Blueberry Hill Farm 
Bluegrass Blueberries 
Bohannon Farms 
Boyd Co. Farmer's Market 
Boyle County Farmers Market 
Bramel's Hickory Hill Nursery 
Bravard Vineyards & Winery 
Broadbents B&B Foods 
BrookLedge Horse Transp. 
Browning Orchard 
Buck Acres Jumbo Freshwater Shrimp Farm 
Buffalo Crossing Restaurant  
Burton Nursery & Garden Center 
Calhoun Farmers' Market  
Canaan Land Farm 
Cave City's Regional Farmers Market 
Cedar Breeze Stables 
Cedar Creek Farm/Cedar Creek Vineyards 
Cedar Hill Archery & Pay Lake 
Century House Winery & Vineyards 
Chamber Heritage Farmer's Market 
Chaney's Dairy Barn 
Chrisman Mill Vineyard & Winery 
Circle "O" 
Classy Cats Paylakes & Bait Shop 
Cleveland Branch Farm 
Coffey's Garden Center 
Constancia Farm 
Copper Canyon Ranch, LLC 
Country Koi & Water Gardens 
Creston Gardens 
Crisp Country Farm 
Cropper's Greenhouse 
D.H. Resorts, Inc. 
Deer Creek, LLC 
Dee's Greenhouse 
Dennison's Roadside Market 
Doraisamy Elk 
Double - M- Farm 
Double "J" Stables & Horsemens Camp 
Double Stink Hog Farm 
Edmonson County Farmer's Market 
Eibeck's Greenhouse 
Elmendorf Farm 
Emmaus Farm 
Equus Run Vineyards 

Evans Orchard & Cider Mill LLC 
Farm Haven 
Farmer's Market 
Fire on the Ridge 
First Farm Inn 
Flag Fork Herb Farm 
Floyd County Farmers Market 
Forkland Festival 
Frenchvalley Farms Greenhouse 
Gailrein Farms 
Gainesway Farm 
Garrett's Apple Barn 
Garrett's Orchard & Country Store 
Gateway Nursery, Garden & Gift Shop 
George Plage, Grape Grower  
Gilland Christmas Tree Farm 
Golden Apple Fruit Mart & Green Houses 
Good Shepherd Farm 
Good Thymes Gardens 
Goodin View Farms, Inc. 
Green Ridge Produce 
Green River Cattle Co., Inc. 
Green Valley Pay Lakes 
Hall's Fishing Retreat 
Hancock Co. Sorghum Festival 
Hancock County Fair 
Haney's Appledale Farm 
Happy Hallow Farms Inc. 
Harvest Showcase - Henry County 
Hazelfield Farm 
Heaven Hill Distillery 
Henderson Settlement, Inc. 
Herb Farm @ Strodes Run 
Hidden Hollow Orchard  
Hideaway Quarter Horses 
High Hill Orchard 
Hillcrest Nursery & Farm 
Hines-Ward Farm 
Hinton's Border Collies 
Historic Locust Grove, Inc. 
Historic Maple Hill Manor 
Historic Slow Poke Farm 
Hoffman Produce 
Homemade Candies 
Hope Springs Farm 
Hutton-Loyd Tree Farms 
In Town Winery LLC 
Inspiration Paints 
It's Fall Ya'll 
J & M General Store & Deli 
J&L's Amazing Creations 
Jackson's Orchard & Nursery Inc. 
Jim Beam Distillery 
Jordan's Gait Stables 
Juddmonte Farms 
Just Down on the Farm Lodging Cabin Fever B&B 
Just Piddlin Farm  
Kegley Farms 
Kentucky Down Under/Kentucky Caverns 
Kentucky Living History Farm 
Kinlee Stable & Riding Center, etc 
Klisz Blueberry Farm 
L & R Farms 
Lake Cumberland Game Bird Farm & Hatchery 

Lake Jericho Recreation Area 
Lambert Land Maize & Pumpkin Patch 
Lazy B Farm 
Lear Farms-Green Sentinel Farm, Inc. 
Lee's Garden Center 
Lewis County Farmer's Market 
Lickskillet 1779 
Linden Farm 
Livingston Hunting Service 
London-Laurel Co. Farmers Market 
Long C Trails 
Lover's Leap Vineyards & Winery 
Lucy's Strawberries 
Maker's Mark 
Mammoth Cave Transplants 
Manly Farm, LLC 
Maplecrest Farm of Lexington, LIC 
May's Lick Corn Maze 
McConnell Springs 
McDonald - Knopke Shrimp Farm  
McKinney's Sorghum 
Meinhardt's Burlingon Tree Farm 
Mill Springs Mill and Park 
Mitchell's Garden 
Mountain Market Festival 
Mullins Log Cabin 
Normandy Farm 
Old Crow Inn Farm 
Olde Rock Barn 
Ole' Kentucky Favorite 
Oscar Getz Museum of Whiskey History 
Osmar Farm 
Owensboro Farmer's Market 
Patsy's Flowers and More  
Payson Stud, Inc. 
Pecco's Greenouse  
Perryville Farmer's Market 
Pine Knoll Farm 
Pleasant Green Farm 
Plum Home Farm 
Plum Ridge Alpacas 
Poore's Nursery 
Powell Co. Farmer's Market 
Powell County Corn Festival 
Powell Horse Transportation 
Poynter Pay Lake 
Pursifull Farms 
Quail Run Hunting Preserve 
"R" Farm 
Ramsey Farm 
Ram-Z Riverside Stables 
Reed Valley Orchard 
River's Edge Cabins 
Riverside Park 
Riverside, the Farnsley-Moremen Landing 
Roberts' Family Farm 
Rocky Top Tree Farm & Crafts 
Rodgers Christmas Tree Farm 
Rose Lane Farm 
Rural Design Works 
Russell County Farmers Market 
S&W Greenhouse 
Sand Hill Farm 
Sansom Angus 

Schmitz Grove Farms 
Scotts Highland Orchard 
Sensational Scents & Gifts 
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
Shelby Creek Farm 
Sidebottom Farm 
Silvacola Farm 
Simple Pleasures Farm 
Sinking Valley Vineyard & Winery 
Slaughter Farm 
Smith-Berry Winery 
Soeder Quarter Horses 
Spring Valley Quarter Horses 
Spring Willow Farm 
Springdale Sorghum Mill 
Springhill Winery 
Stafford Farm 
Stanley's Pumpkin Hallow 
Stellar Creations "Sunfish Mall" 
Step of Faith Farm 
Strictly Strawberries..for Starters 
Sulphur Trace Farm 
Tater Knob Pottery & Farm 
Taylor Made Farm 
The Berry Farm 
The Bramble Ridge Orchard 
The Chicken Coop Antique/Craft Mall 
The Country Plance Greenhouse 
The Farm House Inn at Good Springs Farm 
The Garden Patch 
The Green Thumb 
The Homestead 
The Log House 
The Nature Conservancy - Green River Program 
The Pea Patch 
The Thoroughbred Center 
Thistle Top Farms 
Three Springs Farm Orchard & Greenhouse 
Three Toads Farm 
Timatuck Farms 
Tommy Bennett Orchards 
Tower View Farm & Nursery 
Trinity Hills Farms B & B Inn/Spa 
True's Apple Orchard 
Valley Creek Herbs 
VanBert Farms 
Warren's Berry "Pick It" Farm 
Watermark Farm LLC 
Watson's Pumpkin Patch 
Weiss Worms 
West Kentucky Livestock & Exposition Center 
Westend Sports & Recreation 
Whispering Woods 
Wiley's Garden Vegetables 
Willow Acres Log Cabin Retreat 
WindStone Farms, LLC  
Windwood Farm 
WKU Agricultural Exposition Center 
Woodford County Farmers Market 
Woods Quarter Horses 
Wyatt Farms  
Yoder's Custom Butchering 
Yuletide Tree Farm & Nursery 
  



From the survey, we have been able to determine the top five priority 
needs of those currently engaged in agritourism. They include:    
 

• need help in marketing and promoting their business!  (25%) 
• need expansion capital (25%) 
• need help finding qualified employees (21%) 
• insurance issues (19%) 
• difficulty obtaining financing, (17%) 
• Less than 2% felt competition was a problem 

Priority Needs in Agritourism 
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Agritourism Web Pages 

“The website developed 
through your department 
permitted “R” Farm to go 
global and advertise at an 
inexpensive rate.  This site 
also made it possible for 
Turnersouth television 
network to pick up the 
festival event and televise it 
for one of their segment this 
winter season.  Thank you 
for your continued support.” 

Davis & Loura Robinson 
Owners of “R” Farm 

Maysville, KY 
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We have also created individual websites for over 150 of these businesses 
thus far and we have over another 200 more to add.  Each week, we are 
adding 5 to 10 ag businesses to the list as farmers find out more about the 
initiative.  We will be actively contacting each and every county over the 
next three months to determine what farms we are still missing. 



Sites Targeted for Agritourism Workshops 

 We have also created this map for the Agritourism Advisory Council which shows 
where the more heavily-impacted tobacco communities are located.  We are using 
this map as a guide as to where we concentrate our efforts. 

Tobacco-Impacted Communities 
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UK Extension, with sponsorships from West 
Kentucky Corporation, Tourism Develop-
ment Cabinet, Kentucky Farm Bureau, and 
the Department of Agriculture held two  
workshops in June of this year and one 
last week which provided farmers with the  
basics of “What is Agritourism”. 
 
 Over 175 people attended the workshop 
in Cave City (which happens to be the 
most heavily tobacco-impacted county in 
Kentucky) with 100 more attending the 
event in Hopkinsville the following day. 
  
Nearly 150 farmers, UK Extension agents, 
tourism and chamber folks attended the 
workshop in Harrodsburg last week.   A 
fourth workshop is planned this Spring at 
Blue Lick State Park. 
 
 The one-day workshops addressed many 
of the issues farmers listed on the ques-
tionnaires they filled out.  We included 
sessions addressing Insurance Issues, Legal  
Issues, Marketing, Development and Fund-
ing Sources, and Zoning. 
 
 Each workshop also offered round tables 
in which individuals were able to meet 
and talk with those farmers already ac-
tively involved in agritourism which in-
cluded a shrimp farm, petting farm, a win-
ery, an orchard, corn maze, B&B, horse 
back riding and more.   As one can see, 
there is a strong interest in Agritourism. 

Recent Workshops on Agritourism 
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 UK Extension agents in the Central Region also hosted an Agritourism 
Field Day in October where people were able to visit five agritourism 
farms in one day.  More events like this one are in the planning stages 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

Agritourism Field Day 
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 This summer, West Kentucky Corporation and the Agritourism Advi-
sory Council partnered with KY Department of Agriculture and set up 
a booth at the state fair which featured brochures from over 40 agri-
tourism businesses from across the state.  Farmers volunteered their 
time and worked the booth all 14 days of the fair.  We are now 
working with Kentucky Farm Bureau on the possibility of having a 
much larger booth next year in a location more visible to the public. 

“I wanted to thank you for 
the activities that you have 
been involved in to promote 
KY agritourism.  The Pride 
of KY Showcase was a great 
success and showed people 
what we had to offer in 
south central KY.  We had a 
good year at “Just Piddlin 
Farm” with our pumpkin 
patch in South Union, KY 
and wanted to thank you for 
your efforts. 

Chip Willingham  
Just Piddlin Farm 

Logan County 
 

Agritourism Featured at State Fair 
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 West Kentucky Corporation again partnered with UK Extension to hold the first 
ever Pride of Kentucky event which took place in Bowling Green on Thursday 
September 4th.  Over 30 booths were set up featuring agritourism businesses and 
offerings from as far as 3 hours away.   Green County Cattleman’s Association 
provided free samples of their beef.  Chaney’s Dairy Farm and Home-made Ice 
Cream Barn brought a calf.  And we even had live shrimp in an aquarium from 
one of our shrimp farmers as well as samples of honey, jellies, country ham, 
cheese, and so much more!    Nearly 500 people attended the four-hour event.    

Pride of  Kentucky Event 
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Sponsors for the event included the Kentucky Tourism Development Cabinet, Ken-
tucky Department of Agriculture and could not have happened without the dedi-
cation of the many UK Extension Agents in the Mammoth Cave Region.  A request 
has come from a number of the teachers in the area to please extend the hours of 
the event so that their classes may use it as a field trip next year and the farmers 
involved in the initiative would like to see this become an annual event and that 
we hold a similar event in each of the nine tourism regions.   

Sponsors of  the Event 
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Marketing Material Developed for the Event 
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 West Kentucky Corporation, with sponsorships from the Kentucky Department of 
Ag, Tourism Development Cabinet, Kentucky Farm Bureau and Kentucky Commod-
ity Growers, is conducting an Agritourism Photo Contest which started September 
1 and will continue until December 31st.  The goal is to create a greater aware-
ness of agritourism offerings around the state through photos.  The photos will also 
be used for the website and future publications.   

Statewide Agritourism Photo Contest 

Poster 

Website 



Agritourism Statewide Events Calendar 

Sent to 200 newspapers, radio stations, and TV stations across the state  A 
calendar of event is also featured on our agritourism website which is up-
dated constantly.     
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•Development of business plans. 
  
•Create and assist in printing 4-color rack cards to promote their business 
at the State Fair, special events and tourism sites. 

 
•Provide technical assistance on website development.   
 

 Chaney’s Dairy Barn (Warren County) - WKC, UK Extension, Mammoth 
Cave RC&D and SBA provided assistance in development of a business plan, 
grant writing, website development, and marketing. 
 
Balance Farm (Warren County) – Requesting assistance in developing a  
business plan and finding funding. 
 
 Christian Way Farms (Christian County) – Assistance in completing grant  
application forms 
 
 R-Farm (Mason County)  - Assistance in developing a detailed website and 
providing funds to assist in marketing their event.    
 
 Bluegrass Blueberries (Metcalfe County) in developing a four-color brochure 
 
 Cowboys of Kentucky (Daviess County) in signage and funding 

Assistance for Entrepreneurs  

Examples of Requests for Assistance 
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Here are a few Agritourism Regional  Marketing Materials  
Being Developed to Promote Agritourism Across the State 
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• Statewide Brochure  
 
•  Regional Brochure  
 
•  County Brochure   
 
•  Individual Farms 



4-Color Brochure 

 What Next? 

Our farms are not the easiest to find.  We need directional signage for our visitors.  
 But we also need to make sure that if we are promoting or encouraging visitors to a 
farm, that they have a good experience. Otherwise we might never get them to visit 
another farm so we are working on a Quality Assurance program…sort a like the 
Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval or in your case, it might be getting approval 
through the  Make   Mine Mississippi program to include that logo on signage and 
publications. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

any farms say they can attract visitors for a couple of hours but then what do you do 
with them.  We need to start packaging what we offer in two to three day trips where 
we are sending visitors from one site to the next. 

Signage Program 

Kentucky Farm Bureau has developed a farm market brochure highlighting farm 
markets across the state.  We would like a 4-color brochure similar to both this 
publication and one developed by the state of Connecticut. See samples of these 
brochure in the back section of this document. 
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Sample Concept Signage 



Where do we go from here? 
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To fully implement a three-year statewide Agritourism program will cost a little over 
$800,000 per year. The Ag Development Board has awarded the Department of Agricul-
ture $400,000 for a study and to hire a full time Agritourism Coordinator for two years.  
The additional $300,000 requested would provide the funds to expand the website to 
include all agritourism businesses, develop a quality assurance program and form an 
agritourism education task force which includes workshops, training, and an outreach pro-
gram to provide assistance directly to the farmers.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 ACTION C – ESTABLISH AN EDUCATION TASK FORCE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE AND  
INFORMATION FOR INTERESTED FARMERS 
Develop a powerpoint presentation for counties on agritourism 
Provide assistance and educational materials for individual farmers specific to their needs 
Hold training sessions in specific areas such as:  
marketing/promotions,  
insurance, zoning and legal issues,     
business plan development – industry specific       $60,000 
 
ACTION D – FARMER AGRITOURISM MANAGEMENT AND CERTIFICATION 
Implement a quality assurance program and peer review for “on the farm” visitor experi-
ences.  Quality standard issues include safety, aesthetics and educational opportunities.  
Insurance issues will also be addressed.        $50,000               
  
 
ACTION E -  DEVELOP AN AGRI-TOURISM WEBSITE, PROMOTIONAL  
BROCHURE AND MARKETING MATERIAL 
Inventory all existing and potential agritourism businesses. 
Expand the agritourism website which features participating agritourism businesses to  
provide information on insurance, signage and other available programs and offerings  
as well as “best practices” examples.    
Create a 4-color agritourism brochure 
Divide $90,000 among the nine tourism regions for advertising/promotions of ag-businesses 
Develop an agritourism and farm-related calendar of events       $190,000 
 
 *All funds provided by the Ag Development Board will also serve as part of the match in our 

request for $1.3 million in Federal Funds to help implement the three-year pilot program. 

How the $300,000 will be Spent? 

“...if Kentucky’s 
agritourism could help 
with advertising, 
signage, and other 
types of funding, it 
would help bring more 
children out of the 
concrete jungle and 
back into God’s 
country.” 

Judy Mullins 
Mullins Log Cabin 

Berry, KY 



Page  18 Harness ing  Tour ism 



Page  19 Harness ing  Tour ism 


