
First  Annual 

R ide -A -Thon
2006 V is i tor Analys is Repor t

On October 6 - 8, 2006, the First Annual Knott County Ride-A-Thon was held.  
During the three day event, two surveys were conducted by We Make Things 
Happen (WMTH) Corporation,  The first survey was an analysis of the vehicle 
license plates of those in attendance.  The second survey was a questionnaire 
distributed Saturday afternoon which asked seven questions.  The results are 
as follows. . . 

K N O T T  C O U N T Y  K E N T U C K Y

w w w. t r a i l s r u s . c o m / a d v e n t u r e



Where in the United States did visitors come from?

COUNTIES :   Perry,  Frankl in,  Car ter,  Harr ison, F loyd, Lesl ie,  P ike,  Mar ion,  Bracken, Rowan, Magof f in, 
Knott ,  Letcher.   COMMUNITIES :  Ary (2) ,  Bulan (2) ,  Emmelena, Frankfor t ,  Garner (5) ,  Grayson, Harold,  
Hazard (16),  Hi  Hat,  Hindman (7) ,  Hyden (2) ,  K imper,  Lebanon, Leburn (3) ,  L i t ler,  Melv in (2) ,  Mi l ls foure, 
Morehead, P ikev i l le ,  Salyersv i l le ,  Ta lcum (4) ,  V iper (2) ,   Whi tesburg (4) ,  Wi l lard.

One hundred and seventy - two cars/trucks 
were counted between 9 am and 12 Noon 
on Saturday and approximately 100 horse 
tra i lers.   Of those, 9 had l icense p lates from 
V irg in ia,  2 from Indiana and 1 each from 
Tennessee, Ohio,  West V irg in ia,  Miss iss ippi 
wi th the remainder coming from Kentucky.

License Plate/Survey
Survey Only

QUESTIONNAIRE:  

V is i tors from  V irg in ia,  West V irg in ia,  Tennessee, Ind iana, Ohio,  Miss iss ippi ,  Kentucky and F lor ida 
completed a quest ionnaire.

I f  there was, on average three people per 
car and four horses per tra i ler,  one can 
est imate that there were c lose to 500 
people in at tendance and 400 horses at 
the event.   Keep in mind, th is on ly takes 
into account those who were at  the event 
Saturday morning from 9 am -  12 N.  

A number of  people came ei ther Fr iday n ight 
for the Governor ’s presentat ion or Saturday 
for music.   Th is could easi ly  increase these 
numbers to be somewhere c loser to 600 
people in at tendance.

1)  Where in Kentucky did visitors come from?

	 Seventy - f ive people f i l led out a quest ionnaire.   Here are the ir  responses.



	
2)  How did you hear about the event?

	 Television reached the greatest number of people.

	 Th ir ty people responded they saw an ad for the event on te lev is ion,  twenty heard about i t  on 	
	 the radio,  four teen heard from word of  mouth and n ine read about i t  in  the newspaper.

3)  How many in your group?

	 The groups var ied in s ize from 2 to as large as 25 with the average being between s ix to
 	 seven.

4)  Where are you staying?

	 Over 50% of those attending either spent the night in a tent, RV or trai ler. 

	 Of the seventy - two people who responded to th is quest ion,  27 l ived c lose by and therefore 	
	 spent the n ight at  home.  22 camped out in a tent.   17 camped out in an RV or tra i ler.   2 		
	 spent the n ight wi th fr iends and 7 d id not say.

QUESTIONNAIRE (continued)



5)  How many days wi l l  be you staying in the area?

	 The average person stayed 2.5 days in the area.

6)  How much do you anticipate spending on food, lodging and gas whi le in the area?

	 On average, people ant ic ipated spending $139.73 dur ing the event.
	
	 F i f ty - two people responded to th is quest ion.   The amount of  money var ied from $20 for
	 someone l iv ing in the area to $300 for people v is i t ing from out of  town.  Two people
	 repor ted spending in access of  $600.

7)  What would you l ike added to the event or of ferings next t ime?

	 Overa l l ,  everyone loved the event !   A few suggest ions/recommendat ions for next year:

	 TOP THREE SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS:
	 E lectr ic for the Campsites (7)
	 R id ing Ring (5)
	 T ie Ups or Hi tch ing Posts for Horses ( food booths and campsites)  (5)

	 Others included:
	 running water (2)
	 more tack sa les and commerica l  booths (2)
	 bathhouses (restrooms and showers)  (2)
	 wagon tra i l  r ide as an added event (2)
	 band shel l  for dancing and p lat form for dancing (2)
	 more food booths
	 sta l ls  for the horses
	 not hold i t  at  the same t ime as Boonvi l le ’s event
	 shade for the horses
	 maps of  the tra i ls
	 some event or act iv i t ies to enter ta in ch i ldren
	 ATV tra i l  r ides
	 wagon r ides
	 horseback r id ing for k ids
	 less mud and more gravel
	 more f i rewood
	 adver t ise more
	 great the way i t  was
	 loved i t
	 do i t  again soon
	

QUESTIONNAIRE Continued

We Make Things Happen Corporation |  P.O. Box 51153 Bowling Green, KY 42102 | (270) 781-6858


