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The complete Plan can be found online at www.trailsrus.com/nchatrails or
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INTRODUCTION

NATIONAL COAL HERITAGE AREA AND TRAILS

From 1927 until 1973, West Virginia led the nation in coal production.  In 1996, 
Congress passed the National Coal Heritage Area Act which recognizes southern 
West Virginia as a unique cultural region “where coal mining has played a significant 
role in our nation’s history”.   

The mission of the National Coal Heritage Area (NCHA) is to preserve, protect, 
and interpret lands, structures and communities associated with the coal mining 
heritage of West Virginia within the counties of Boone, Cabell, Fayette, Logan, 
Lincoln, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, Raleigh, Summers, Wayne, Wyoming and the 
Paint Creek and Cabin Creek Watersheds of Kanawha County.

One of the goals of NCHA is to identify opportunities for community and regional 
linkages via hiking, biking, equestrian, all terrain vehicles (ATV) trails, recreation 
areas, and scenic byways.  To this end, in 2008, an in-depth study was conducted 
to identify both existing and potential trails throughout southern West Virginia 
which included an in-depth user survey, public land manager’s survey and six 
workshops.  See CHAPTERS TWO & THREE for surveys and workshop results.  Based 
on this information and information obtained from a 2002 statewide trail plan as 
well as other sources, a trail plan was developed for the 13 county National Coal 
Heritage Area (NCHA).   See CHAPTER SIX: Recommendations.  There is also a 
publication featuring maps of both proposed and existing trails that serves as a 
companion component of this study featured in APPENDIX C.

Why a trails plan for the NCHA?

Trails offer a host of tourism opportunities including, but not limited to, nature-based 
tourism, sustainable tourism, adventure tourism, ecotourism, and heritage tourism.  
The National Trust for Historic Preservation lists the following as benefits of heritage 
and cultural tourism for the local communities involved:

 • Builds closer, stronger communities;
 • Protects historic, cultural, and natural resources in communities, towns,
    and cities;
 • Educates residents and visitors about local/regional history and 
      traditions; and
 • Promotes economic and civic vitality of a community or region.

Developing a trail plan can assist NCHA in achieving its goal of creating linkages.    
Trails are one way we can experience our natural and cultural heritage.  Trails 
provide an outdoor venue for people to recreate and exercise with family and 
friends, resulting in improved health and wellness.  Trails can also connect people 
and places, providing a safe alternative mode of transportation.   Trails make 
communities more desirable places to live, help to attract and retain businesses, 
and improve the quality of life.   

ARTICLE 28 - §29-27-3
NATIONAL COAL 
HERITAGE AREA 

AUTHORITY
There is hereby 
created the “National 
Coal Heritage Area 
Authority” which is a 
public corporation 
and a government 
instrumentality existing 
for the purposes of 
providing direction to 
and assistance with 
state and federal historic 
preservation, economic 
development, and 
tourism projects in the 
national coal heritage 
area and aiding in 
the development and 
implementation of 
integrated cultural, 
historical, and land 
resource management 
policies and programs 
in order to retain, 
enhance, and interpret 
the significant values of 
the lands, waters and 
structures in the national 
coal heritage area

ARTICLE 28 - §29-27-3
COAL HERITAGE 

HIGHWAY AUTHORITY
There is hereby created 
the “Coal Heritage 
Highway Authority which 
is a public corporation 
and a government 
instrumentality to 
promote economic 
development and  
tourism in areas along 
the national scenic 
byway, designated the 
coal heritage trail, and 
aid in the development, 
preservation, restoration 
or enhancement of 
roads, trails, lands and 
structures, including 
areas or structures 
associated with surface 
transportation, which 
have unique and 
significant historic, 
architectural or cultural 
importance associated 
with the area’s heritage 
of coal production 
and which are located 
in one or more of the 
counties of Fayette, 
Mercer, McDowell, 
Raleigh and Wyoming.

In 2002, the  West Virginia Legislature created the National Coal Heritage Area 
Authority and Coal Heritage Highway Authority as economic development entities 

to help build the tourism industry in southern West Virginia.   
To accomplish this, the two entities depend on a strong network of partner 

organizations at the local, state and federal level. 
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